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In a LETTER addrefled to 


DARBY 
AND OTHERS OF THAT SECT; 
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BY AN AUDITOR. 


BY W. FELTON; 
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Matt. xv, 9. 
Contend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints: 
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Son of Man, ſet thy Face againſt the Daughters of thy Peopf 
who . propheſy out of their own heart, and propheſy Thou 
againſt Them. Ezekiel x11, 17. 

In vain do They worſhip me, teaching, for Doctrines, the Com- 

mandments of Men. 
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MADAM, &c. 


was one, amoneſt many others, who aſſembled | 
together in the Market-houſe * to hear your 1 
preaching, and am ready to confeſs that I heard 
many important truths uttered, but in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to give them any additional force from 
the captivating graces of eloquence: unleſs long 
pauſes, ſometimes rapid and ſometimes slow 
utterance of ſentences, in conjunction with high- 
{trained, diſcordant, and inharmonious tones, 
may be called the graces of eloquence, 
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Perhaps, with you, this circumſtance may be 
conſidered a point of merit, as it proves that 
you did not uſe the © enticing words of man's 
* wiſdom, but ſpake in demonſtration of the 
power and ſpirit of God.“ 1 Cor: ij: 4. 


* On Saturday May 4th, 1799 
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I am not diſpoſed to ſay abſolutely it was 
not the language ſuggeſted by that ſpirit, no 
am I quite fo credulous as not to doubt whethe: 
or not ye ſpake only ſuch things as ye were 
moved to utter by the Holy Ghoſt. I am tai 
from diſbelieving the ſanctifying influence of 
God's ſpirit upon the heart of man; for, indeed, 
communion of this kind is an effential article 
in the faith of all true chriſtian belevers. 
But I am told, in ſcripture, © not to believe 


* every ſpirit, but to try whether the ſpirits | 


* are of God, becauſe many falſe prophets are 
gone out, into the world.” 1 John iv: 1. 
And the teſt or criterion which the Apoſtle 
giveth in the next verſe, does not tend to 
invalidate the aſſerted inſpiration cf the Quakers, 
for it is ſaid, © every ſpirit, that conſejje:h that 
« Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God”, 


and Vice VERSA. I believe ” a do 


not deny the doctrine of Chris Incarnation : if 


they do, it behoves them tC examine and invelt:- 
gate, with an honeſt heart, whether “ the tradi- 
tions of mere Men” are of higher . end 
more to be regarded, than th e cxpli cit declaration 


of an apo oſtle, Who was aſſuredly under d.v.n. 
infplrat on. 
But at the fame time that this apoſtolic tell 
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ony will ſo far give Credit to the aſſertions 
the Quakers reſpecting their inſpiration, they 
ll be pleaſed to remember that they are not 
Je cnly ſ:&, or chriſtian community, who can 
avail themſelves of this claim to attention from 
the public, to ſuch doctrinal poſitions as they 
may chink proper to advance: ſince every one, 
Waking this confeſſion, has an equal right to 
aſſert that the ſpirit which actuates them is 
8501 God.” 


Having thus ſtated, in a few prefatory lines, 
my idea concerning INSPIRATION, I now proceed 
to ſtate the reatons which prompted me to 
addreſs to you this letter. 


In the courſe of thoſe ſentiments delivered by 


the five ſpeakers, (two men, and three women) 


heard ſome things advanced which J knew were 
not“ ſound ſpeech that could not be condemned” 
(Titus ij. 8.) but perverſions of the truth. 


Accordingly, it was my intention to have 
ſtood up, on my ſcat, as ſoon as the meeting 
as ended, and to have aſked you whether or 
„not it was Coniiftent with the rules of your 
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ſociety to permit a believing brother to ce 
to ſuch points of your diſcourſes wherein he might 


happen to differ from you. 


I weighed the circumſtance in my mind for 
ſeveral minutes; but was at laſt induced to 
relinquiſh my deſign; not as fearing any cenſures 
from the ſingularity of the act, but becauſe 
J recollected a paſſage in holy writ, which, if 
you had not been diſpoſed to accede to my 


requeſt, might have afforded you a very late ſhelter 


from inveſtigation, and which would as well 
ſerve as a refuge for 1gnorance, as for a retreat 
to the proud and felf-conceited: 


The paſſage I. mean is in the 1ſt epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and perhaps, with all the 
ſolemnity of puritanic Quakeriſm, you would 
have ſaid to me thus, — FRIEND] we are people 
who make the ſcriptures our particular ſtudy, 
and we call to mind (for the ſpirit of the Lord 
75 upon us, and telleth us how to anſwer thy 
queſtion, therefore we recollect) a passage in 
holy writ, which ſays, if any man ſeem to 
be contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither 


* the churches of God” (xi, 16.) therefore thou 
mayeſt 


v3 
Fug 


TIC 


7 

2 

2 

* 

JJ Aim COON '''. o eee 8 
* * & - 
LE n * 

** «£0 
ff . 
wh £ g 

» 

js 


1 LY is 
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anſwer thee, any further.“ 5 

1 I do not poſitively assert that you would | OD 

r have availed yourſelves of this method to evade 2 
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a poſtible circumſtance that the Bigot, the Fanatic, 
the Enthuſis ft, ard every teacher of unſound 
doctrine, may ſcreen himſeclt from perſonal cenſure 
mmediate detection of his falichoods, by 


to be a man who 1 8 
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ile end calm and ie argument, there is ſo much 
5, pbpace, as to allow full ſcope for the exerciſe 
„„ of all the intellectual faculties, without at all 


1 


tranſgreſſing the rulcs ct worldly politeneſs, or 
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which have novelty to recommend them if they 
nave nothing elſe: at leaſt I have neither ſeen 
nor heard them before: however I am ſorry to 
confeſs what I now do, but it is a fact, that 
notwithſtanding the obſtinate bigotry of the Fews, 
and their pertinacious adherence to error long 
eſtabliſhed, there was more liberality in one re- 
ſpect among them, than is to be found among 
CnrrsTIans, for their ſynagogues and temple 
were open to the adverſaries of Judaiſm, and the 
Chriſtian believers were at liberty therein to 
aſe ſuch diſputation and reaſoning in ſupport of 
the ne faith as they could deduce and defend 


trom the teſtimony of holy writ. 


If we trace the progreſs of the Apoſtles from 
Jeruſalem, to Antioch, to Iconium, to Lyſtra, 
to Theſſalonica, to Athens, to Corinth, to Epheſus“, 
and wherever they went, if there was a ſynagogue, 
we find, that, the Apoſtles almoſt invariably 


entered in, and reaſoned with,” and taught, the. 


Moſaical Jews, and the jewiſh proſclytes to the 
chriſtian faith; ſometimes only for one diy or 
a few ſabbaths, ſometimes for months, and in 
other places for more than a year * d iputing 


* Ads xiij 15; xiv, 1, xvij, 2,17; Xviij. 4, 19. 
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and perſuading the things concerning the Ningdom 
| = «<< of God”. Acts xix, 8. 
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tif a fimilar conduct was to be allowed 
all congregations of Chriſtians, it would cer- 
> RK trainly tend much to the advancement of Chriſtian 
: Z knowledge. 


I am aware that many would object to this, 
becauſe, ſay they, it would thus be making 
a place of VN a ſchool for dime 
and ſtrife. | 


But ſurely they who pretend to have any 
regard to primitive uſage (and the Quakers are 
profeſſedly of this number) cannot object to it, 
becauſe man fold are the records of holy writ 
to juſtify the practice. 


Neither can they object to it who are at all 
anxious that truth may prevail and error be 
removed from the kuman mind; for, if all the 
teachers of religious Knowledge were, by law, 
to be ſubject to anſwer, as far as they are able, 
the doubts that may ariſe in the minds of their 
hearers in conſequence of the doctrine they ad- 
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0 | 
vance; it would certainly tend to make all the 
men who undertake the mcniſter:al office 
much better acquainted with theological ſc.ence 
than many of them now «re. There would not 
then be ſo many logger-headed tellows, with 
curled and powdered Wigs, or ſtraight unpow- 
dered Locks, ſtanding forth in Pulpits, or 
elſewhere, and advancing to the pcople ſuch 
things as they are not able to defend when 
prefied by an opponent with fair queitions; but 
being thus liable to inveſtigation, every Prieſt, 
or religious inſtructor, would endeavour, 2% fudy+ 
to acquire ſo much learning that his lips ſhould 
keep, what the ſcripture has required they ſhould 
keep, i e. knowledge, to be let cut as occaſion 
may require, and to be ready at all proper times, 
to give an anſwer to every man who aſketh him 
of the faith that he profeileth to teach, J 


Now. certainly no- zime nor places can be more 
proper than thoſe which are tet apart ſolely tor 

® You will readily perceive, from ſome ſubſequent pages, 
why I do not here include women. 


t Give attendance to reading, Sc. tit Tim. iv. 13. 
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religious exerciſes; and I. think no man of 
common ſenſe, combined with common honeſty, 
can object to the ſeveral places of religious 
inſtruction being open to candid remarks from 
the hearers, under ſuch regulations of meekneſs 
and moderation as would neceſſarily ariſe from 
chriſtian principles; and within ſuch limits, 
az to /1me, that there may be fair opportunity 
for objection and reply. 


IOW 


Indeed, if the reaſon before given, why 1 
relinquiſhed my intention of ſpeaking to you 


in the meet!inz; had not occurred to me; there 
was another Which would have proved the pro- 
pricty of my omitting to do ſo, and that was 
the length of time you had detained the audience; 


(or congregation) for, much time had elapſed, 


before the firſt orator ſuddenly roſe from his 
ſcat and declared to his hearers, (what ſeemed 
to me to be approaching unto fin, if not fin 
itſelt, when he pronounced with a loud ſhrill 
voice) * the ſpirit of the Lord is upon me.” 


Now perhaps it may be a misfortune to me, 
or poſſibly it may be a crime, but fo it is, that, 
J cannot always receive the aſſertions of man- 
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kind as rea! truths; and I confeſs, that the 
manner in which this Gentleman * ſtood up, 
and the very tone of his voice, ſo far prejudiced 
me, tHat I was inchned to doubt the reality 
of his aſſertion; and this doubt, reſpecting 
his primary declaration, was almoſt confirmed 
into abſolute | diſbelief, before he had ended his 
long incoherent addreſs; nor could I altogether 
Lime thoſe to whom bs alluded, and who, he 
ſaid, might think that ſuch matter as he then 
uttered, was the language of fanaticiſm or 
. enthuſiaſm; for I am ſure it was not the lan- 


guage which carries with it demonſtration of | 
its truth, nor could I ſay of him, in a ſtyle | 


of praiſe, That ſurely © never man ſpake like 
ce this man;” though, if I had never been at 
a Quaker's Meeting before, I might have ſuppoſed 
that never man uſed ſo much ſcriptural phraſeo- 


logy with ſo little good effect. 


The doctrine of inſpiration, and the inward 
light, is a favorite topic with the Quakers. It is 
often the Alpha and Omega of their diſcourſe; and 
the grand principle which impels them into the 
highelt ſtrain of enthuſtaſtic folly. 


. i knew ks name, I would uſe that in preference 
to ſaying formally, this Gentleman. 
It 


r 
OF 
OLED 


a f KL 1 4 — x : bo 
n 7 . 2 WM. * 
toy bt nes ty 4% 327 1 1 >” 3 2 2 % i me 
. Wa 5» FY — 7 ; * — 22 . 
I LO art Mr. A, Fa WS Y = . i | 


3 E 1 

e AD It was the principal ſubject of the ſpeaker 
, 4 juſt alluded to, and afforded a copious theme 
d I for remark to one * of the female orators, who 
in the courſe of her ſpeech, took care to inform 
1 | her hearers, that what ye all then ſpake was 
che effect of the divine ſpirit, and that it had 
A not been previouſly thought of, quoting Mark 
W x11, 11. to juſtify what ſhe ſo aſſerted The 
S quotation was evidently improper; I mean the 
© application of it; becauſe the promiſe was given 
$ conditionally, and the preſent occaſion was dif. 
4 ſimilar. Matt. x. 19, Lu: AE 


fl That the ſpeeches, indeed, were not previouſly 
1 I chought of, might eaſily have been credited; fo 
ed hat ye need not have feared any extraordinary 
„ dmiration of your abilities: ye need not have 
{ſcribed your fpeeches to the divine affatus 

{3 bvithin you, leſt the people of Ludlow ſhould 
ard {Wave done by you as the people of Lycaonia 
tis 8 Pid by Paul and Barnabas, be almoſt ready 
and Wo worſhip you, and exclaim that “ the Gods” 
the ; End Goddeſſes) “ are come down to us in the 


likeneſs of men” and women. Acts X1V. 


ence 1 2 * Whether or not this Lady was Mrs, Darby, J really 
bo not Know, 
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But upon ſecond thoughts, and reviſing this 
laſt ſentence, it appears that pefibly this might 
have been an artful contrivance of yours, to 
have obtained more reverence from your fellow- 
creatures than if thoſe ſublime [trains of eloquence 
had been ſuppoſed to proceed entirely from 
natural abilities; for who would not reverence 
a ſupernatural man more than a natural main! 
or rather I ſhould ſay, an extraordinary Chriſtlan 

than an ordinary Chriſtian? 


Be your motives whatever they may, this 1s 
certain, ye ought to have recollected, that, as 
ſome centuries have elapſed ſince the days of 
+ the Apoſtles, and as the people of this Island 
have long been enlightened with the doctrines 
of - Chriſtianity, they are therefore become 
ſomething wiſer than were the heathens 
of Lycaonia, and that men in general are not 
now ſo readily agitated and impelled into 
actions of 1dolatry by the utmoſt efforts of 


oratory, as they were formerly; and I make 
no doubt that mf of your hearers would have 
thought, with me, that your diſcourices were 2 
little elſe than human opinion combined with 4 
a jumble of ſcriptural phraics, put together, in 

many 
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Pa 7 \ 


( 1s J 

many inſtances, without either method, connection, 
or propriety; and ſuch that almoſt any perſony 
having a good memory, who had been much 
converſant in holy writ, and in the habit of 
public ſpeaking, would neceſſarily bring forth 
on ſuch an occaſion as that of diſcourſing on 
matters of religion. 


n But that it was the language of perſons 
inſpired by the divine ſpirit, requires better 
proof than ſimply your own aſſertion. 


IJ) 3 PEI ee. . 


8 Now, in order to bring theſe pretenſions do 
oi a proper teſt, I would 1 


What * ſigns and wonders” can ye ſhew, 
and what miraculous deeds are pertormed by 
your ſect, to prove that you are an inſpired 
people, in the ſenſe that you give to the 
doctrine of inſpiration * 


What lame and crippled can ye heal by 
ive 1 Fine ing them to look itedtaitly on you? 


ere | Acts 1] i} 4. XIV. 9. i 
ith | | 
in Whom 


1 


Whom can ye ſtrike Blind by your. ſpeech? 
Acts x11 11. | 


What Blind ean ye reſtore to ſight? Acts 
os 


What diſeaſes can ye remove from the ſick 
þy ſupernatural means ? 


Can ye fend Handkerchiefs or Aprons from 
your body to the ſick and poſſeſſed, and thereby 
cauſe the diſeaſes to go off and the evil ſpirit 


to come out of them? Acts xix, 12. 


Or, if ye cannot exorciſe at a diſtance, can 
ye, when preſent, caſt out Devils? 


Can ye ſpeak in languages ye were never 
taught by human means? 


Till ye can give mankind ſome ſuch proofs 
as theſe, ye will never prevail on men of 
| found ſenſe to give credit to your crude and 
viſionary jargon about inſpiration, but ye 
muſt either appear as deluded Fanatics, or (which 
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{ do not think ye are) as deſigning impof⸗ 
tors. | 


Under the deluſion of fanatic zeal, ye may 
poſſibly believe, that the accumulation of ſcrips 
tural phraſes, is the reſult of a divine impulſe; 
but I am not altogether of this opinion, unleſs 
they are always ſo aptly introduced, and fo 
judiciouſly applied, as to ſerve for illuſtration 


of the arguments, and to produce conviction . 


on the minds of the hearers; 


The language which Gop makes uſe of by 
his prophet (Iſaiah) is, not come let us quote 
{criptural texts, but come let us reaſon toge⸗ 
ther,“ and, until the Quakers uſe more ſound 
reaſoning, and leſs indiſcriminately uſe the words 
of holy writ, I cannot be induced to think ther 
more inſpired than moſt other men who deyote 
their ſtudies to religious purſuits. 


There was one circumſtance which I obſerved 
at this meeting; and which, however trivial it 
may appear at firſt fight, I ſhall here mention 
I with a view to diſcredit the pretended inſpiration. 
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1 obſerved that one of the Ladies or, if 
that term is too heatheniſh, I will ſay one of 
the women, one of the ſiſterhood) who ſpake, 
put into her mouth a ſmall lump of lugar, 
or licorice; or ſomething to lubricate the organs 
of ſpeech, which had become rather hoarte from 
much ſpeaking, in a tone of voice forced, 
unnatural, and grating to the ear. 


Now, if the ſpirit requires that you are to 
take no thought what ye ſhall /, but that 
it ſhall be given to ye in the ſelf-ſame hour, it 
ſeems to me rather an unaccountable circumſtance 
that the ſpirit, which finds ſentiments and words 
for ye to utter, does not likewiſe take care of 
the inſtruments with which ye are to utter them; 
therefore, why do ye provide yourtclves before the 
meeting, with any means to affift the functions 
of the bodily organs, and yet wholty neglect 
all previous methods of giving additional force 
and energy to the operations of the foul? Is not 
this © taking thought for the body.” Matt. vj, 25. 


I ſhould be aſhamed ro own myſelf fo cre- 
dulous and week, as to belicve your preterices 
| 0 


7 a 
1 
. 
$4 
+ 
"zz 
4 1 
N. y 
* * p. 5 K 
n * 


. 


* 1 
r 0-45 Rr 
„„ ER PELLET TRE = ETY 
y * 5 EOS ES, ag) 


e $1 


to inſpiration better founded than other men 


who commune with their hearts in private, not; 
(as you do) when they are “ ſeen of men, 
but, who ſtudy the ſacred writings at home, 
and, in the ſtillneſs of their chamber, put down, 
with the pen, ſuch thoughts and reflections, as 
they think uſeful and proper to bring before 
the public, in the regular diſcharge of their 
profeſſional duties, or by any other way that to 
them feemeth good. 


From what has been ſaid; it will readily 
appear that I can by no means ſubſcribe my 
aſſent to thoſe points at which the Quakers 
aim with ſo much ardour, and which they 
ſeldom fail to inculcate at all opportunities 
when they perceive any probability of making 
converts to their opinion. 


I have not been in Quakers* meetings above 
ſeven or eight times, 1n the courſe of my lite, 
but I do not recollect more than once having 
obſerved an omiſſion on their part to reprobate 
an eſtabliſhed miniſtry, or to extol their own 
plan of preaching the Gofpel without expence, 
and alſo to juſtify (or rather to argue for, as 

tify they cannot) the miniſtry of women. a 
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At this meeting, there was no dearth of ſuch 
reflections, and it was with intention to refute 
theſe errors that I felt, during one part of 
the meeting, a ſtrong impulſe to challenge ye 
to the diſcuſſion of them. If I had done ſo, and 
you had granted me permiſſion to propoſe 
few queſtions, very little of what has hitherto 
been written, would have been then introduced, 
except briefly to ſay, that, I did not altogether 
accede to your notions of inſpiration, but that 
I would undertake to prove your objections 
to a paid miniſtry, and your commendations of 
the preaching of women, were injudicious and 
unſcriptural. 


The firſt queſtion I ſhould have propoſed -. 


would have been as follows: 


Are the communications of God's ſpirit only 
given to the wealthy ? 


If you had anſwered me in the negative, 
laying, that the Lord is no reſpecter of Perſons, 
but diſpenſeth the knowledge of his perfect Laws 
equally both to rich and poor; then I ſhould 
immediately have ſaid, 
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Of courſe, miniſters ought to receive a realon- 
able recompence for their ſpiritual laboursz 
becauſe a man muſt live, and has a right to 
expect, a proper ſhare of the comforts of this 
world, in return for the ſervices he renders to his 


fellow-creatures;z either by mental inſtruction, or 


by adminiſtering to the tupply of their proper 
bodily wants. 


Now the abolition of a remunerated miniſtry 
would tend to exclude many good, pious, and 
learned men from the miniſterial vocation, becauſe 
they poſſeſs not an independent fortune to pro- 
vide them a ſubſiſtence, and of courſe they 
would not devote their time to the inſtruction 
of others ip ſpiritual knowledge, if, by ſo doing, 
they could not free themſelves from the wretch- 
edneſs of want, and pecuniary diſtreſs. 


Hence then it appears that a regular and 
profeſſional miniſtry is neceſſary for the public 
good; and moreover is ſanctioned by the miſſion 
from Chriſt to his Apoſtles and Diſciples; 
by the written teſtimony of the apoſtolic writers; 
by the uſage of the primitive ages; and by an 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion from that day to this; 
conſequently 
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conſequently, until it ſhall appear, beyond all 
poſſibility of doubt, that that the prophecy, is, 
actually accompliſhed, of all men knowing rhe 
Lord “ from the leeſt to the greateſt” (Jerem. 
xxx), 34) and alſo that“ the knowledge of the 
% Lord covers (or is ſpread over) the earth, 
as the waters cover the fea*,” to talk of anni- 
hilating the profeſſional office of a miniſter of 
the word, is idle, fanatical, contemptible, and 


abſurd. 


An Infide] has termed his Book the Act 
of REeasonz a man of ſound reaſon, has titled 
his reply the Ace of IxTIDEIITV. When 


applied to the preſent times, both theſe titles 


are ſelected with unqueſtionable propriety, for 
there is, in the world, daily proof of ſome of 
the nobleſt efforts of that divine faculty in 
man, the immortal ſpark within us, called reaſon; 
and, we have alſo, much tod frequently, lamen- 
table inſtances of apoſtacy from the true chriſtian 
faith. However I hope reaſon will always fo far 


triumph over fanaticiſm and infidelity, as not to 
ſuffer the Kingdom of Satan to be enlaroed 


by annihilating a regular and duly. ordained 


„ Iſaiah XJ}, 9. HabakKik i, 14. 


miniſtry 
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miniſtry; for then, I fear that, there would 
be much more wickednets in the world than 
there is 


As to continuing thoſe infamous abuſes in 
diſcipline which exiſt in eyery eſtabliſhed 
Church . earth, there is no man, * 
o ſee a peedy and radical reformation "of 
them; and this never can be effected, until 
the ſimplicity of a Goſpel miniſtry be regarded 
as of more importance in eccleſiaſtical inſtitution 
than making the Church a ſcene of pageantry 
correl; onde to that of worldly grandeur, nher 
until the principles of equity and publie juſtiee 
have a prior claim to patronage and griviet 
intereſt, | 


Thus you fee that the man Who oppoſey, 
what he thinks, your errors; is ho friend tg 
the notions of eccleſiaſtical government; l tfes 
nuoufly ſupported by thoſe who are talled the 
bigh-Church party; but he hopes, that bf 


& peaceable and gentle means, the high-minded ſhall 


be brought to a proper ſenſe of humility, and 
t ths 
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* the loftineſs of man be bowed down, and 
* the haughtineſs of men be brought low.” 
Iſaiah ij 17. 


The next ſubject I have to propoſe is to- 
rove the PREACHING of WOMEN in violation 
of ſcriptural authority. 


I ſhould have prefaced this ſubject with the 
following queſtion, 


Do you believe that the actions of Chriſt 
were . proper examples for his Diſciples to 
follow and practiſe? 


I might naturally expect to this queſtion an 


affirmative reply; and, having obtained that, I 


ſhould immediately have ſucceeded it by other 
queſtions directly relating to the ſubje&, ſuch 
as these, 


Did Chriſt ordain any women, or one woman, 
to preach the Golpel ? ; 


Were not the twelve whom he choſe, men? 
Are not their names recited by more than one 
Evangeliſt? (Matt. x, 2. Mark 11 14. Lu. vi, 13.) 

| Was 


wh] 


But 


[ 4 ] 
Was there one woman amongſt the ſeventy 
whom he ſent before him into every City, &e ? 


Does not Paul particularly ſay, in his epiſtle 
to Timothy (Ch: ij, V: 12) © I ſuffer not a 
& woman to teach, but to learn, in ſilence; 
« with all ſubjection?“ 


Did Paul, of either of the Apoſtles, ordain 
any one woman to preach ? aſſuredly they did 
not, unleſs women were included among thoſe 
ELpers whom they © ordained in every City.“ 
Acts xiv 23. Titus 1, 5. 


They were indeed often accompanied in their 
travels by devout women; and as Saint Paul 
ſays, he and Barnabas were as fairly entitled 
& to lead about a ſiſter, or a wife,” as the 
other Apoſtles were. (iſt Cor: ix, 5.) I ſhall 
not think it neceſſary to offer any comments of 
conjectures on the meaning of this phraſe © to 
« lead about a lifter, oor a wife, for 
of the probable reaſons which induced the 
Apoſtles to wiſh for ſuch deſirable compaiiions. 
But I deem it requiſite to ſay that I find no 

mention 
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mention made bf theſe devout women, theſe 


liſters; and wives; being allowed pub! cly to preach. 


Indeed Priſcilla, the wife of Aquila, in 
conjunction with her huſband; who had uccompa- 
nied Paul from Corinth to Epheſus, inſtruticd the 
eloquent Apollos in a more accurate knewledee of 
chriſtianity, but then it was privaicly in their own 
houſe (or probably their /dgings) © for when 
they heard “ him ipeak boldly in the ſynagogue at 
Epheſus, they took him unte them, and expound- 
ed unto him the way of God more perfe-tly.” 


Acts 18, 26. 


Hence then there is no other Sect in Europe 
which admits women fo far to tranſgreis the rule 
of ſcripture as to undertake the miniſterial 
duty of preaching: and it was an artful icheme 
or the founder of Quakeriftm to admit wo- 


This man's name was George Fox, and like the 
quadruped which has the ſame denomination, he was not 
deſtitute of a conliderable portion of cunning; towever 
cunning is fo far from always effecting its detigns, that it 
fomet imes defeats itſelf by an exceſs of artifice and too 
much contrivance, ** Nemo fſuz nimium arti contidat. 
« balluntur ſagaciſſimi.“ Let no man trüſt too mc to his 
craitineſs. he molt ſagacidus are fbmmetimes dicted, 
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men to a participation of this office; for it 
was the moſt effettual mode he could have 
adopted to give ſome degree of permanence to 
the wild and viſionary notions of that ſe& he 
deſigned to eſtabliſh; and I make no doubt 
that if Quakeriſm had been left to find its 
way by the intrinſic merit of its -doctrines, and 
been deſtitute of the aid of theſe Apoſtles in 
petticoats, it would long ere now have ſunk into 
oblivion ; but a ſpirit of curioſity to liſten to the 
charming* voice of woman employed in theolo- 
gical oratory, ſerved, no doubt, to lead many to 


| hear the lovely pleaders about heaven and heavenly 0 
| things, and probably not a tew-women have been 8 
made converts to a ſect ſo flattering to ſelf. love; 5 
| and the converſion of one eloquent woman has 5 
| ſeldom been unattended with that of one or more 

| | | 


| men. 


However, they, who regard due obedience to 
the ſcriptures as of more importance than the 
ſucceſs of a ſect, will not heſitate to think, as I 


* Naturally there is much melody and ſweetneſs in 
moſt female voices, though it is a poſſible circumſtance, even 
for thoſe to become diſagreeable, by acquiring ſome canting 
tone peculiar to a Sect. 
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do, that Quakeriſm abounds with ſeveral groſs 


deluſions, in point of doctrine +, and errors in 
reſpect to diſcipline. 


To enumerate and refute them, would be 
inconſiſtent with the deſign of this little tract; 
and alſo unneceſſary, as it has been done by more 
able men, who have oppoſed the writings of 
Barclay and Penn; but I have endeavoured to 
counteract thoſe falſe notions promulgated at 
this meeting ; and whenever I hear, (what ſeems to 
me) error, I will, when it appears neceſſary, take 
the liberty of giving my teſtimony against it, 
either by oral or written means, according as 
diſcretion, or ſober judgement, ſhall dictate, which 
of the two 1s the more expedient and proper way. 


Let thoſe be diſpleaſed thereby who may. I wiſh 


well to all mankind, but I fear not, or am not in 
dread, of any. No earthly motives, no menaces 
from tyrants, ſhall deprive me of that free and 
unreſtrained uſe of my faculties which God de- 
ſigned that all his creatures ſhould enjoy; and the 
day is evidently approaching when all men ſhall 
have a practical enjoyment of thoſe undeniable 


truths which they now experience only in theory. 


Such as about Ordination, and the Sacraments &c. 
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Let not the Quakers think me an enemy, 
becauſe I ſpeak freely of them, what I Believe to 
be the truth. It grieves me to behold ſuch a 
lovely ſyſtem of morals as that which they prac- 
tiſe, blended with ſuch tenets in religion as thoſe 
which they hold. This is not the language of 
diſſimulation, but the unfeigned ſentiment of an 
honeſt heart. 


I love the Quakers as my fellows in ſociety, 


and always did love them. There 1s a captivating 


ſimplicity in their manners which irreſiſtibly inſi- 
nuates into the affections of all with whom they 
converſe, except thoſe whom proſperity has 
bloated with ſelf conſequence, or whom high- birth 
and ignorance have rendered haughty and proud. 


Amongſt ſuch of them who can aſſume the 
graceful eaſe of politeneſs uncramped by the 
rigid formality of the harſh /e#arian*, I would 
rather fit down and ſpend an evening in agreeable 
Chat, than to be ſurrounded with all the external 
{ſplendor of eaſtern - pomp and magnificence, I 


* I mean here ſuch as Deſie deſcribes in his Couplet, 
Our modern Cuakers of the Ton 


Expect our manners, and return us none. 


True-tyrn Engli/tman 


E 2 would 


1 
would rather partake of a dinner of herbs with 
ſuch Perſons than to participate in the moft ſump- 
tuous banquet that was ever prepared for the 
undeſerving mouths of tyrants, [ycophants, para- 


ſites, and pimps. 


It is hardly poſſible for a ſenſible and good man, 
to inſpect the general conduct of the Quakers, in 
their moral and commercial tranſactions, Without 
admiring and reſpecting them as a claſs of citizens, 
humane, benevolent, and induſtrious. 


Their meritorious and unwearied exertions for 
ſuppreſſion of the iniquitous Slave Trade; their 
abhorrence of war and warriors, and whatever is 
dependent thereon; their punctuality in commer- 
cial dealings; their contempt for the idle 
pageantry of the world; and their uniform endea- 
vour to counteract pride and felf-conceit, ſo far 
as the cure of theſe ungracious appearances 
depends upon ſimplicity in pech and dreſs, all 
theſe circumſtances, and others that might be 


named, are indubitable procts that no clafs of 


Reg 


men 1s entitled to higher praiſe for purity of 
morals than are the Quakers. 
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be. urged, by the 


- theſe juſt tributes of praiſc, 
e effectual to ſubvert all iy 


for (lay they) t iS oy 

whereby to | 
fruits ye ſhall know t. 

Now thou confeſſeſt, t. 

are good, therefore t! 
good alſo. 
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J believe the root of the tree is good, an 
| t:crefore it 1s that th fe br mnches which hear 
the fruit of morality are ſupplied with the proper 
ſources of fruct: 0 but there are ſome 
2 religious branches which were wounded: by 
the inſects of bigotry and fanaticifh nd rhe 

rid juices infuſed thereby i 16 far injured IN 

the external beauty of the tree as to make ir 2 


appear, in thole parts, 
unſound. 
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impure doctrinal tenets in religion, does not ſeem 
to me very difficult to be accounted for; and 
therefore Jet my readers judge fairly what 
follows, in plain language. 


The moral laws of the Goſpel admit not of 
doubtful conſtruction, they are plain and ſelf- 
evident, and wherever conformed to, the reſult 
1s every thing that is amiable and attractive, 
for they are © whatſoever things are true, honeſt, 
„ juſt, pure, lovely, and of good report;” (Phil. 
iv, 8) but the abſtruſe doctrines of religion have 
ſometimes been miſconceived, and the Quakers have 
been led aſtray by the falſe gloſſes of /allible men. 


Such at leaſt is the opinion of the writer of 
theſe reflections; and who, having no particular 
wiſh to publiſh his name to all men, nor any 
deſire to conceal it from thole who may think 
proper to make the enquiry, has withheld his 
real ſignature from the Title-page, but has given 


the Printer permiſſion to mention it to as many 


as purchaſe the book, and deem ſuch knowledge 
an object of the leeſt importance; which, ſtrictly 
conſidered, it is not, for 
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If truths are told, it matters not &y avhorn, 

Since truth is truth, although it come from Rout, 
Hence then, *tis clear, according to this rule, 
(And who perceives it not, muſt be a fool, 

Or who admits it not, muſt be a knave) 

That truth ſhould be rever'd be't gay or grave: | 
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For, various men by various modes convey 


Their thoughts, inclining all the ſelf-ſame way; 
Tow'rds one main object all their labours tend, 
The cauſe of truth, each ſtriving to defend. 
Divines from Laymen thus may knowledge learn, 
And Laymen, by Divines, be taught in turn. 
French Men, to Engliſh, Science may advance, 
And Engliſh wiſdom ſhould be prized in France. 
Happy the day, when Nations ſhall agree 

To live as Brothers; and the world be free; 

Free from the burthen of the tyrant's Rod ; 

And, ſhunning every fooliſh way, adore their GOD, 
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